JSCAS Email List Policy
Purpose

The JSCAS Email List is for the private (non-commercial) use of members of the Johnson Space Center
Astronomy Club for the communication of information that is of general interest to JSCAS members.

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the list serves to unite JSCAS members around our common
interest in astronomy and abide by our Code of Conduct.

This policy is administered by the JSCAS Email List Moderator, JSCAS’s elected officers, and those
considered Elders in the club.

Responses to policy violations normally begin with informing the violating member regarding the violation and
why it is a violation. Repeated or egregious violations can result in a member's submissions being moderated
or the member losing access to the email list.

Acceptable Use

In general, any use that serves to unite JSCAS members around our common interest in astronomy is
permitted. Examples include the following.

e Announcements of upcoming events — astronomical, organizational, star parties, etc.

e Occasional selling or giving away items of astronomical interest that are the personal (non-business)
property of the sender.

Links to articles or photographs that are of interest to amateur astronomers.

Links to, or posting, astronomical images.

Requests for assistance—star parties, product recommendations, observing techniques.

Religion in the context of astronomy. Examples: The Pope’s Observatory and contributions of 8th to
13th century Muslim Astronomers including origins of many star names we use today.

Not Permitted Use

In general, any use that does not serve to unite JSCAS members around our common interest in astronomy is
not permitted.

e Postings which are not of general interest to amateur astronomers.
e Communication intended to disparage others.
e Debates or discussions of politics, religion, or other incendiary social topics.
o Offensive language or material, including pornography.
Guidance

o Before posting a potentially questionable topic that is not obviously permitted, reach out to the email list
moderator, and elected officers.

o Be aware that an email ‘reply’ to a post on the email list sends that reply to all subscribers of the email
list. In many cases, a direct reply to the original sender is better. Examples of replies that should be
made directly include: ‘Nice Photo’, “Thanks for the information’, etc.

* Avoid carrying on conversations via the email list. Again, all posts to the email list go to all subscribers.



